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Common Core Standards for Reading & Writing: Parents Update
What Parents Need tO KIlOW Get expert reading strategies, homework

help, learning activities, and more.
What are the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and how will they affect your children?
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With recent changes in academic standards in classrooms across the
country, parents are likely hearing a lot about the Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) and wondering: What are they? And how will they FIND JUST-RIGHT BOOKS

affect my children? To date, 46 states and the District of Columbia {I
have adopted these new academic standards, which are already
changing the way students are being taught. The standards are
designed to ensure college and career readiness in an increasingly

MSCHOLASTIC

Save an extra

competitive and fast-paced world.

There are 3 important ways that the new standards will impact 2 5 A) OF F ﬂﬁ

daily classroom instruction of Reading and Writing. Use Code: PHPT25 ;

1. There will be instructional shifts: The Common Core introduced three major shifts in classroom instruction
designed to guide critical readers through a range of grade-level, complex texts or reading materials. Classroom Advertisement
instruction will be focused on:

« Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction and informational texts: In addition to stories and
literature, your child will read more informational texts and non-fiction that provide facts and knowledge in
areas such as science and social studies.

« Reading and writing grounded in evidence from text: Children will read more challenging texts and be

asked more questions that will require them to refer back to what they have read to provide evidence that
supports their answers.

« Regular practice with complex texts and its vocabulary: Teachers will emphasize building a strong
vocabulary so that students can read and understand challenging material.

2. There are fewer, clearer standards, that aim higher: Teachers will focus on five standard areas to prepare
children to meet grade-level expectations. Your child’s teachers will focus on shifts in the following standards:

o Common Core Learning Standards for Reading Literature

e« Common Core Learning Standards for Reading Informational Text
o Common Core Learning Standards for Writing

e« Common Core Learning Standards for Speaking and Listening

o Common Core Learning Standards for Language

3. Types of texts: Across the grades, students will read both literature (fiction) and informational texts (non-
fiction) and respond using a range of writing types. The chart below illustrates what percent of teaching time will
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focus on the necessary reading and writing standards at each grade level from Kindergarten through 8th Grade.

In the charts below, you will find the Common Core Standards for reading and writing for grades K-8 and an
explanation of the skills every child will need to develop and demonstrate within each grade.

Jump directly to Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, 5th Grade, 6th Grade, 7th Grade, or
8th Grade.

Kindergarten

MOST POPULAR
Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write *

to persuade, explain and convey experience:
BEST SELLERS MOST VIEWED

KINDERGARTEMN

Harry Potter Paperback Special Edition Harry
Boxed Set # 1-7 Potter Paperback...
Ages: 9-16 Ages: 9-99
$49.99 $59.99

Advertisement

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
W Literary [ Informational B Persuade [l Explain [ Convey Experience
Common Core Standard Kindergarten
Reading Standards for Literature With help from the teacher, your child will retell siories, including key details

from the story.

With help from the teacher, your child will name the author and illusirator of a
siory and define the role of each in telling the story.

Reading Standards for With help from the teacher, your child will ask and answer questions about key
Infarmational Text details in a text.

THE READING TOOLKIT
With help from the teacher, your child will identify what person, place, thing, or
idea a picture shows.

]
Writing Using a combination of drawing, diclating, and writing, children wall name what The ABC S Of
they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. Readl ng

Use our toolkit
to help your
children read at
1st Grade every atge and
every stage.
Ty 5tag . -

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write

to persuade, explain and convey experience:
Ages 6-7

- ‘

W§ FEATURED VIDEO See all »
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f

GRADE 1

Scholastic Parents @

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational M Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
Common Core Standard Grade 1 S
Reading Standards for Literature Your child will retell stories, including key details, and show that he

understands the lesson or the moral of a story.

Your child will be able to identify who is telling the story at various poinis in a I Facebook social plugin
text

Reading Standards far Your child will ask and answer guestions about key details in a text.

Inf tional Text

mormatianat fex % SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT Seeall »
Your child will use the iilustrations and details in a text to describe key ideas.

Writing Your child will name a topic and supply some facts about the topic. Ways to Make Medicine

Easier
8 savvy tips to help the
medicine go down.

Your child will provide a sense of closure to what he has in writling.

» 6 Smelly (and Really Fun!) Activities for Kids

2nd Grade

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write » 5 Potty-Training Must-Haves

to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADE 2

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE

M Literary [ Informational B Persuade [l Explain [ Convey Experience
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‘Common Core Standard

Reading Standards for Literature

Reading Standards for
Infarmational Text

Writing

3rd Grade
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Grade 2

“our child will retell stories and determine their central message, lesson,
or moral.

Your child will acknowledge differences in the paints of view of characters,
including by speaking in a different voice for each characier when reading
dialegue aloud.

Your child will ask and answer whe, what, where, when, why, and how
guestions to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text

Your child will expiain how specific images or llustrations (such as a diagram
of how a machine works) are useful in understanding the meaning of the text

‘Your child will use the illustrations and details in a text io describe key ideas.

Children will provide a concluding staterent or section to their wrilten piece.

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write
to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADE 3

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational M Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
Commeon Core Standard Grade 3

Reading Standards for Literature

Reading Standards for
Informational Text

Wiriting

4th Grade

Your child will ask and answer guestions 1o demonstrale understanding of a
text, using details from the texi as the basis for the answers.

Your child will retell stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse
cultures; determine the message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is
conveyed through key details in the text.

Your child will ask and answer guestions to demonstrate understanding of a
text. using evidence from the text as the basis for the answers.

Your child will determine the main idea of a text; retell the key details and
explain how they support the main idea.

Your child will write about topics and texts, introducing the topic or text,
suppaorting a point of view with reasons, using linking words and phrases to
connect ideas, and providing a conclusion.

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write

http://www .scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/common- core-standards-reading-writing-what- parents-need-to
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to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADE 4

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational B Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
‘Common Core Standard Grade 4
Reading Standards far Literature Your child will refer to details and examples in a text to explain what the texi

says and when drawing inferences from the fext.

Your child will determine a themea of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text, and will need io summarize the text.

Reading Standards for Your child will refer to details and examples in a text when explaiming what the
Informational Text text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

Your child will need (o determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is
supported by key details in the text, and will need to summarize the text

Witing “Your child will write about topics and texts, introducing the topic or text clearly,
creating an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped fo
suppart the writer's purpose, supporting a point of view with reasons, using
linking words and phrases to connect ideas, and providing a conclusion.

5th Grade

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write
to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADE §

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE

B Literary [ Informational M Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
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Common Core Standard Grade 5§

Reading Standards for Literature Your child will guote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

Your child will determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text, including how characiers in a story or drama respend {o challenges
or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic, and will need to
summarize the texi.

Reading Standards for Your child will guote accurately from a text when &xphiining what the text says
Informational Text axplicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

Your child will need to determing the main idea of a text and explain how it is
supparted by key details in the text, and will need to summarize the text

Wiiting Your child will write about topics and texts, introducing the topic or text clearly,
creating an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to
support the writer's purpose, supporting a point of view with reasons, Lsing
linking words and phrases 10 connect ideas, and providing a conclusion.

6th Grade

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write
to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADE &

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational M Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
Common Core Standard Grade 8
Reading Standards for Literature Children will cite evidence from the text to analyze what the text says explicitly

as well as inferences drawn from the texi.

Your child will determine a theme or ceniral idea of a text and how it is
conveyed through particular details, and provide a summary of the text that is
distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

Reading Standards for Your child will cite-evidence from the text to analyze what the text says
Informational Text explicity as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Your child will determing a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; and will provide & summary of the text distinct from

Writing “our child will write fo examine topics and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.

7th Grade

http://www .scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/common- core-standards-reading-writing-what- parents-need-to



12/23/2014 Common Core Standards for Reading & Writing: What Parents Need to Know | Parents | Scholastic.com

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write
to persuade, explain and convey experience:

GRADET

30%

TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational M Persuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
Common Core Standard Gradae T
Reading Standards for Literaturne our child will cite several pieces of textual evidence 10 suppaort analysis of

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

Your child will determine a theme or cenfral idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of

the text.
Reading Standards for Your child will cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of
Informational Text what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Your child will determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, and will provide an objective
summary of the text

Writing “Your child will write fo examine topics and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant

content.

“Your child will introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence for
those claims ciearly.

8th Grade

Students will read the following percentages of literary (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and write
to persuade, explain and convey experience:

http://www .scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/milestones-expectations/common- core-standards-reading-writing-what- parents-need-to 79



12/23/2014 Common Core Standards for Reading & Writing: What Parents Need to Know | Parents | Scholastic.com
GRADE®
TEXTS TO READ WRITING PURPOSE
B Literary [ Informational M Fersuade [l Explain [l Convey Experience
Commen Core Standard Grade 8

Reading Standards for Literature

Reading Standards for
Informational Text

Writing

TOPICS

Your child will cite the textual evidence that most sirongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.

Your child will determine a theme or cenfral idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the
characters, setfing, and plot, and will provide an abjective summary of
the text.

Your child will cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.

Your child will determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development
over the course of the texd, including its relationship to supporting ideas;
provide an cbjeciive summary of the fext.

Your child will write to examine topics and convey ideas, concepis, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.

Your child will introduce claimis), acknowledge and distinguish the claimis)
fraom alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence
logically.

Reading Support, Curriculum Development, Educational Standards, Educational Policy.

RELATED

READING GUIDES

Raise A Reader: A
Parent Guide to
Reading for Ages
6-7
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Parent Guide to
Reading for Ages
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11-
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Readers
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