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Speech & Debate Motivates Students to
Raise the Bar
By Kathleen Wilson Shryock

CHERIAN KOSHY is the director of development
and assistant national tournament director at the
National Speech & Debate Association. He is also a
former director of debate at Apple Valley High
School in Apple Valley, MN. In this interview, Koshy
provides insight into the many benefits of speech
and debate activities.

How do skills learned through participation in speech and debate benefit
students?

Critical thinking, public speaking, and research skills are crucial to success in
college or career. Instead of being presented with material passively, students are
actively engaging with primary texts and other course materials. Students are
naturally competitive, and the educational backstop of debate and speech
activities ensures that subject matter objectives are being met. Speech and
debate students gain a lifelong love of engaging with the material they are
studying, which leads to a higher level of mastery. Evidence shows that college
students and employees who have participated in speech and debate are better
situated to exceed expectations in collegiate writing and in their careers because
of their ability to communicate ideas concisely and persuasively.

What are some creative ways that educators can use speech and debate as
an avenue for stressing Common Core or other state-specific standards?

First, speech and debate regularly deals with complex texts. One of the driving
forces behind coaching speech and debate is the increased complexity of
materials from middle school to high school levels, and from beginning to
advanced competitions. In every speech and debate event, participation directly
correlates with increased reading. Successful participants are proficient readers
who are constantly expanding their knowledge and vocabulary. Second, speech
and debate is explicitly grounded in evidence from texts. Students are immersed
in the texts they are using to formulate interpretations, conclusions,
recommendations, and policies. Additionally, these students are involved in
making text-based arguments with a focus on improving their own abilities to
inform and persuade.
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Most importantly, speech and debate is interdisciplinary. Students are frequently
integrating English, history, social studies, science, and mathematics. For example,
debaters are often assessing the merits of scientific studies by determining
sample sizes and margins of error.

We’ve posted a number of resources on our website, including activities and
webinars that identify great ways to integrate speaking and debating into any
curriculum. Even quick debates in class are useful in motivating and exciting
students. Educators who work with speech and debate see their students excited
about course material and deeply involved in collaboration.

Please share some examples of how speech and debate has made a
difference in the lives of student participants.

In my senior year of high school, I lost the final round of a debate tournament to a
sophomore. In 2010, Ben Silbermann—the young man from the tournament—
launched Pinterest, a website that has revolutionized the way people share their
interests and media content. Ben credits his speech and debate experience with
much of his success. He built a valuable product and was able to successfully
communicate his proposition to users and investors. Ben’s day-to-day work
includes using evidence, research, and higher-order thinking skills, which he
learned through speech and debate many years ago.

In Broward County, FL, the sixth largest school district in the country, our
organization has implemented a Common Core–aligned initiative that puts a
speech and debate class and after-school program in every high school. The data
coming out of Broward—where almost 60 percent of students are from low-
income homes—indicates that the participating students are performing better in
every metric. Nick is one of the students who greatly benefited from this speech
and debate program. Nick was functionally homeless while attending a Broward
County school. He couch-surfed throughout most of high school and took
multiple buses to get to and from speech and debate practice. Both Nick’s
motivation and grades improved because of his involvement, and he poured
himself into the activity. Nick graduated from high school with a full college
scholarship in speech and debate.

On a broader scale, tournaments through the National Speech & Debate
Association bring students from China, Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan to
compete with students from the United States. In these activities, our students
are not only finding common ground with their peers from Asia, but are also
being motivated to raise the bar domestically in STEM-related achievements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION on the National Speech & Debate Association, visit
speechanddebate.org.

Terms of Use © 2014 Alliance for Student
Activities. All rights reserved.

Contact Us

https://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Falliance4studentactivities.org%2Farticle%2Fspeech-debate-motivates-students-raise-bar&title=Speech%20%26%20Debate%20Motivates%20Students%20to%20Raise%20the%20Bar&description=
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/
http://www.speechanddebate.org/
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/edition/december-2014
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/
https://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Falliance4studentactivities.org%2Farticle%2Fspeech-debate-motivates-students-raise-bar&title=Speech%20%26%20Debate%20Motivates%20Students%20to%20Raise%20the%20Bar&description=
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/contact
http://alliance4studentactivities.org/terms


12/13/2014 Speech & Debate Motivates Students to Raise the Bar | Alliance for Student Activities

http://alliance4studentactivities.org/article/speech­debate­motivates­students­raise­bar?utm_source=Comp+Subscribers&utm_campaign=b6bf8c0d75­The_Ad… 3/3


